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Enfield RoadWatch

We are fighting to save Enfield's Green Belt and to
promote affordable homes on brownfield sites,
where people need them most.

Local Plan Update and an Action Item

Dear Supporters

When we last wrote we were waiting for the Inspector's letter/ report on the Stage 1 Local
Plan examination hearings, which concluded on January 30. That letter arrived in mid-
February and gave the Council a long list of action items to complete by March 31. You
can read the letter here and there are more details below.

We are now preparing for the Stage 2 hearings, which should start in late May or early
June - although there is still some doubt whether the examination will proceed. The
Inspector, who is now busy with the Bristol Local Plan, is reserving judgement on whether
Enfield's plan is 'sound’ or not.

In the meantime, Enfield RoadWatch collaborated with The Enfield Society and CPRE-
London [The Countryside Charity] on a webinar about the issues around Enfield's Local
Plan. It's a good summary of what we think is wrong with plan and where it stands today.
We also explain what 'sound' means. If you missed it, you can see the 75-minute webinar
here or the slide presentation here.

If you recall, we have expressed concerns about contributions from The GLA [Greater
London Authority] and TfL [Transport for London] during the Stage 1 hearings. While both
contend that the plan in its present form is unsound because of the proposed Green Belt
releases, they also acknowledge that the higher housing targets for London that are
coming from the Government might require Green Belt release in the future - and that it
might be important to build this into the plan currently under examination. It remains to be
seen how the Inspector will deal with this.

To prepare for future Green Belt release, the Mayor has announced a pan-London Green
Belt review to identify possible 'grey belt' sites and Green Belt that is well-served by public
transport and therefore suitable for high-density housing development. During the
hearings, TfL presented an idea that a large area of Trent Country Park might fall into the
latter category. The definition of 'grey belt' is still subjective. It consists of previously-
developed land within the Green Belt [car parks and other hard surfaces] but also land
that doesn't 'strongly contribute' to the purposes of the Green Belt. 'Strongly contribute' is
proving to be a matter of planning judgement and nearly 100 court cases are already
under way based on what 'grey belt' actually means.

Because of this, and in advance of the actual pan-London Green Belt review, CPRE-
London is asking people to write to the GLA to express concerns. You can read more
about their campaign and see the letter they wrote here. Enfield RoadWatch has also
written and our letter is here. Please see below for instructions for sending your own
letter. Thank you.

We will write again once the Council has responded to the action items in the Inspector's
report. Thanks, as always for your support. Together we are stronger.



lan D’'Souza
Chair

The Planning Inspector's Stage 1 Letter

After the Stage 1 Hearings, Planning Inspector Stephen Lee went to Bristol where he is
examining their Local Plan, so there will now be a delay until May when Enfield's Examination
is expected to resume.

The Inspector issued a formal letter in February outlining more work needed by the Council.
This must be completed before Hearings resume and in some cases by the end of March.

The areas where further work is needed include:

1. Duty to Co-operate. The Inspector has requested an evidence trail, such as letters,
agendas, minutes and meeting notes, to show that the Council undertook this
requirement comprehensively.

2. Representations. The Inspector is not satisfied that he has seen all the representations
or that all representors have been notified of their right to submit a Hearing Statement.
All representations are to be loaded into a new system and be available for public
inspection by the end of March.

3. Housing need. The Inspector wants a check carried out on the 2020 housing need
assessment, to see if it is still reliable, without asking for a full new assessment which
would delay the process

4. Viability of Crews Hill and Chase Park. During the Stage 1 Hearings the council said it
was producing further viability evidence. The Inspector wants to see that

5. New sites at Reg-19. A number of new sites came forward during the Regulation 19
phase of the Local Plan process and the Council says all were checked and rejected.
The Inspector wants to see the details of these assessments

6. Green Belt sites. At present the Inspector is reserving judgement as to whether any part
of the Plan is unsound, but he has made some interesting comments about three sites,
including Whitewebbs, and has said that, on the basis of the current policy wording, he
finds the Plan not to be effective

Please write to the GLA about the pan-London Green Belt survey

As mentioned above, we are asking our supporters to write to the GLA expressing concerns
about the recently-announced pan-London Green Belt survey.

To re-cap the links: The CPRE campaign, CPRE's letter and Enfield RoadWatch's letter.

Your own letter need not be as detailed [though feel free to crib and copy]. It should be sent by
email to Jules Pipe, Deputy Mayor of London for Planning at jules.pipe@london.gov. uk,
subject "Pan-London Green Belt survey"

Here are some essential questions to ask:

1. Given the statement read out at the recent Enfield Stage 1 Local Plan Examination
Hearings, has the GLA changed its position on Enfield’'s Green Belt before the London-
wide Green Belt Review has even started?

2. Given the subjective definition of ‘grey belt’, how does the GLA propose to ensure this
review does not undermine London’s Green Belt?

3. If a historically important and ecologically rich part of Trent Country Park can be
proposed by TfL for housing development, is any green space within reach of public
transport safe from development?

4. How will the GLA undertake this review in a way that ensures the application of the
brownfield first principle — especially given that Green Belt purpose [e], to encourage the
regeneration of urban land, has been given no weight in the latest definition of grey belt?

5. Will an updated London-wide brownfield register be done to make sure Green Belt is not
released unnecessarily?



Please let us know if you get a response. Thank you.

Whitewebbs update

The Spurs planning application is currently with the Mayor of London, who can choose to
accept, deny or call in the application. The Whitewebbs Councillors have written to the Mayor
asking him to call it in. You can see their letter here.

If you would also like to write to the Mayor with your views on the planning application, send an
email to mayor@london.gov.uk with the subject heading: Comments on planning application
24/00987/FUL.

Links to some of our partner organisations:

The Enfield Society
CPRE-London

Enfield Climate Action Forum
London Green Belt Council
Better Homes Enfield

Enfield Borough Over 50s Forum

Please stay in touch via our social media [buttons below] and keep up to date via our
website. www.enfieldroadwatch.co.uk. If you haven't already signed, please join the
thousands of people who have signhed our Change.org petition. Go to: Change.org [then
search for Protect Enfield]

Thanks for your continued support.

Enfield RoadWatch
info@enfieldroadwatch.co.uk ﬂ m
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