Enfield RoadWatch

We are fighting to save Enfield's Green Belt and to
promote affordable homes on brownfield sites,
where people need them most.

The Planning Inspector has made his first response to the local plan.
Read on to learn more and to find out what you can still do to help save
Enfield's Green Belt.

Dear Supporters

Thanks again to the thousands of you who responded to the recent Regulation 19
consultation and to those who let us know that their submissions were not in the council
database. We corresponded with the Planning Inspector, Steven Lee, about all the
omissions [well over 1,000] via his Programme Officer and that prompted some action.

Some of you may have received an email from Annette Feeney, the Programme Officer,
with the letter sent to the council. The full letter can be seen on the council's local plan
examination website. With regard to the missing representations, Mr. Lee says: [ have
been informed by the Programme Officer that some issues have been identified with the
database of representations made at the Regulation 19 stage.... It is, of course, imperative
that | have access to all the representations made. Please keep the Programme Officer
informed of progress on this work and any further issues that arise. The council have until
midday on September 30 to provide a timetable for correcting the above - and a deadline
of midday on November 1 to respond to the Inspector's other questions. Of course, once
we hear that the council has corrected the database, we will do some more checking and
notify the Inspector if there are still omissions.

We don't know at this stage what impact any of this will have on the examination
schedule, but we are already preparing for the hearings so we will be ready whenever
they happen [which might not be until early next year].

In the meantime, there are a number of consultations under way that also relate to the
longterm future of the Green Belt so please read on and make your opinion known.

We'll be back in touch when we have any updates.
Thanks for your continued support. Together we are stronger!

lan D'Souza
Chair

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Enfield Chase Landscape Restoration survey

You will probably have seen in the local news that the council is proposing what they are
calling a 'Landscape Restoration' project on the farms they own in the northwest of the
borough. There are grants available for tree-planting, nature recovery, etc. and the council
is portraying this as a key feature of their 'deeply green' local plan. The project is still in
the very early design stage and it's not clear how they will balance nature recovery with
public access with sustainable food growing and so on. The survey is designed to solicit
public input about what the project should be. The overall goals are laudable, but it's
important to note that this project is very much being used to mitigate the damage caused
by building elsewhere on the Green Belt and that developer contributions from the Green
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Belt projects will be used to bring it to fruition. If you complete the survey [deadline
September 30] please make sure to use the general comments box, which we insisted
should be added, and make some or all of the following points [in your own words]:

e the project should not be used to justify Green Belt release elsewhere in Enfield

e the project area already includes varied and biodiverse habitats and offers people
the opportunity to enjoy nature

e How much carbon will be released by building the proposed Green Belt
developments and how soon will the proposed tree planting mitigate any of it?

e how can public access be balanced effectively with nature restoration and with local
food growing?

The council has a history of using survey results selectively, so please make sure to add
the above caveats to your responses. Thank you. The survey link is here.

Planning reforms consultation

The current local plan examination is being conducted under the 2023 version of the
National Planning Policy Framework [NPPF] which is probably advantageous for us.
However, as you are no doubt aware, the new Labour government is proposing significant
changes to the planning laws and, if we are successful this time, given the goals of our
council, the Green Belt will come under immediate attack again should the proposed
planning changes take effect. You can have an impact on this. A consultation is
currently taking place and the deadline is very near - September 24, 2004.

The consultation can be found at;
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-reforms-to-the-national-planning-
policy-framework-and-other-changes-to-the-planning-system

The particular chapter is 5 - Brownfield, grey belt and the Green Belt

It is important that there are as many submissions as possible to ensure that the
Government is aware of the strength of feeling and concerns. Although the paper on the
website above has questions, you do not necessarily have to follow them - a statement
setting out your views is likely to get greater attention! We have provided arguments you
can make on our website here.

When you have completed your submission, please forward it to:
PlanningPolicyConsultation@communities.gov.uk

Please copy in your MP to your submission and ask for their support.

If you are in an Enfield - North your MP is feryal.clark.mp@parliament.uk
If you are in Enfield - Edmonton and Winchmore Hill your MP is
kate.osamor.mp@parliament.

And if you are in Enfield - Wood Green and Southgate your MP is
bambos.charalambous.mp@parliament.uk

Please take the time to make your opinions known. Thank you.

Save our Libraries
This isn't directly related to our Green Belt campaign, but it's another assault on our civic
life. You may have heard that the council is proposing to close 8 libraries as a cost-saving
measure - mostly in the west of the borough. All of the targeted libraries have advocates
who want to save them. Our local library near Oakwood Station is actually the sixth most
used in the system with visitors growing year on year so it makes no sense to close it.
There is a council consultation going on at the moment. Deadline November 14, 2024.
You can answer the questions in a way that makes the local library important and
irreplaceable, so please do that. https://www.enfield.gov.uk/consultat.../library-consultation
There is also a Change.org petition which is gathering steam. Please sign that too.
https://www.change.org/p/save-enfield-s-libraries Thanks.

Whitewebbs update

We are still waiting to hear from the court about permission to appeal the original judge's
decision. In the meantime we understand that Spurs planning application will go to the
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Planning Committee in October. Athough the deadline for making an objection has
passed, you can still send in comments until the committee meeting. You'll find
instructions, a synopsis of the arguments and much more information, including maps and
illustrations of what is proposed and an example of the comment form, at the Whitewebbs
website

Links to some of our partner organisations:
The Enfield Society

CPRE-London

Enfield Climate Action Forum

London Green Belt Council

Better Homes Enfield

Please stay in touch via our social media [buttons below] and keep up to date via
our website. www.enfieldroadwatch.co.uk. If you haven't already signed, please
join the thousands of people who have signed our Change.org petition. Go to:
Change.org [then search for Protect Enfield]

Thanks for your continued support.

i

Enfield RoadWatch
info@enfieldroadwatch.co.uk ﬂ m
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